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Is the unity of the churches an actual possibility today?  Heinrich Fries and Karl Rahner thought so in 1983 (1984 for the English translation of their book).  What is the situation thirty years later?


While Fries and Rahner seemed to engage only the evangelical churches of Germany, I think we must look further abroad and include not only Lutherans, Reformed, and Orthodox, but also the rest of the Christian churches. For that reason, I look to Michael Kinnamon, past Executive Secretary of the World Council of Churches and from 2007-11 the General Secretary of the National Council of Churches in the USA.  While the 20th century was a time of encouraging ecumenical progress, Kinnamon is more pessimistic about the 21st century.
 For the Roman Catholic side, I have turned to Cardinal Walter Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity from March 2001 through June 2010.  Kasper’s 2010 publication, Sacrament of Unity: The Eucharist and the Church, is more optimistic in the long run. I will examine some of Kasper’s claims regarding the churches of the Reformation are 1) churches of the Word, not of the Eucharist, and 2) that their Eucharistic theologies do not support a substantial presence. I will also address the problem of 3) the sacrifice of the Mass and then 4) conclude with what I think are the grounds for hope.
� “A Report From the Front: Lines of a Renewal Movement Under Siege” in Criterion, Vol. 50, No. 2, pp. 16-24.
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